
SoCalREN Advisory 
Committee Meeting

March 20, 2024 
10:30 pm - 12:00 pm



Administration

● This webinar is being recorded

● Please keep microphone muted unless you want 
to speak

● If you are experiencing any technical issues 
during the webinar, please contact Presley 
Aviles at paviles@energycoalition.org            
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● We will be having an open 
discussion throughout the meeting!

● To facilitate orderly discussion while 
others are speaking, we are going to 
be using the “raise hand” function.

● If you would like to ask your question 
verbally click on the “raise hand” 
function so we can unmute you.

● If you would not like to be unmuted, 
send us your question or comment 
through the chat!

Directions for Chat 
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Who is participating today?

Advisory Committee Members

Invited Guests

SoCalREN Staff, Implementers & 
Regional Partners
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SoCalREN Advisory Committee

Guide and Advise

Collaborate and Innovate

Be Informed

Be an Advocate
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Agenda

SoCalREN Welcome Minh Le 10 min

Networking 10 min

Regulatory Updates Jesse Feinberg 15 min

Facility Equipment Inventory 
Spotlight

Talia Perluss 15 min

CCA Community Programs Panel Nataly Morales, Joanna O’Neill, 
Kathy Wells, Alelia Parenteau                     

35 min

Closing Remarks Lujuana Medina 5 min
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SoCalREN Welcome 
Minh Le, Los Angeles County 
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Networking 



Breakout Rooms 
Quick Connect 
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• What activities are you looking 
forward to with the warmer weather?

• What major goals does your 
organization have for this year?



Regulatory Updates
Jesse Feinberg and Patrick Ngo



Discussion Topics

1) Transportation Electrification (R.23-12-008)

2) Energization Timelines (R.24-01-018)

3) Integrated Demand Side Management (A.22-02-005)



Transportation Electrification (TE) 
Proceeding
● In January, the CPUC closed the TE proceeding launched in 2018 and 

opened a new proceeding to address a new set of issues
● A forthcoming Scoping Memo will finalize the issues and timeline
●Previous Scoping Issues 
(R.18-12-006)

How CPUC addressed issue in 2022 
Decision

• Funding for behind-the-meter 
charging infrastructure 

• Established up to $1B for a light-, 
medium-, heavy-duty EV charging 
infrastructure program starting in 2025

• Lack of limits to IOU 
behind-the-meter spending on TE 
programs

• Established funding cycle approach to 
IOU TE spending

• Lack of clarity on the IOU role in 
TE

• IOUs supporting TE market by acting 
as utility-side-of-the-meter 
infrastructure and fuel providers



Transportation Electrification 
Proceeding continued

Other issues that should be included:

1) Prioritize affordability of grid investments and charging

2) Customer experience with public charging networks 

Proposed Scoping Issue Fundamental Question 

1) Locational 
Considerations 

• What info does the CPUC need to prepare the 
grid to accelerate TE?

2) Data Needs and 
Planning 

• What data inputs are needed need to quantify 
future TE load?

3) Electrical Corporation 
Constraints 

• How should the CPUC direct IOUs to assess 
cost, timing, and regional constraints to 
support planning?

4) Informing Grid Planning 
Processes 

• How should this data inform existing grid 
planning processes?



Energization Timelines

● What is energization?
○ Interconnection: Process to connect new generation facilities to distribution 

system
○ Service Energization: Process to connect new load to the distribution system

● Significant concerns about energization delays across all of California’s 
major economic sectors.

● Will implement requirements of from two recent laws:
○ SB 410: Promote timely energization of customer connections in California
○ AB 50: CPUC to set criteria for timely energization for electric customers

Agriculture Transportation Buildings Industrial



Energization Timelines continued
● Proposed scope:

○ Establish average and maximum target time periods
○ Procedures for customers to report delays
○ Criteria for timely service, and reporting

● Other issues that should be included:
○ Customer perspective must be central
○ Explore root cause of delays and develop actionable solutions

Source: PG&E Energization Workshop



Integrated Demand Side Management 
(IDSM)

● What is IDSM?
○ Since 2012, the CPUC has permitted demand-side management 

measures to be incorporated alongside energy efficiency (EE).
○ Often via smart thermostats with an EE and demand response (DR) 

component
○ But innovation and holistic approaches have been limited due to strict 

CPUC rules on funding and permissible activities
● 2023 EE Decision permits more flexibility to use EE funding 

to support DERs for load shifting and reduction

Existing EE 
Programs DER Audits Technical 

Assistance
Access to 

External DER 
Funding

Integrated EE, 
Solar, Storage, 

Load 
Management



Integrated Demand Side Management 
(IDSM) 

SoCalREN proposes to provide DER audits and technical 
assistance through its existing EE programs.

DER Examples: 
● Solar
● Battery storage 
● Combined heat and power units 
● Wind generation
● Etc. 



Facility Equipment 
Inventory Spotlight

Talia Perluss, SBCCOG
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South Bay Cities Council of 
Governments
 

Facility Equipment Inventory
March 20, 2024



Process
 The project consists of cataloging all equipment that uses energy: lighting, HVAC, 

water systems, office equipment, etc. The information is compiled into a workbook 
and provided to city staff to assist in understanding the energy equipment currently 

operating in their municipal facilities. The SBCCOG & SoCalREN also use the 
information to guide agencies in implementing efficient equipment strategies that 

will reduce energy use and utility cost, as well as enhance comfort in their 
facilities.   





Sample Workbook (Lighting)



Sample Workbook (Lighting)



Sample Workbook (HVAC)





Lighting Findings

. 

Our 43 inventories and subsequent recommendations identified:

Annual Savings
• 897,000+ kWh saved annually
• Savings would are 9.5% of the SoCalREN's 2022 kWh savings goal

GHG Equivalency
• 677 Tons of CO2 GHG equivalency
• 1.6 million miles driven every year.

Upfront Costs
• $259,744 Upfront cost for LED replacements
• Does not include fixtures and installation costs

Annual Savings
• $296,040.64 Annual savings
• Yielding a 0.88 year payback period for the South Bay region



HVAC Findings
HVAC Unit Replacement Timeline across all facilities (# of units):

Now

92 units

Next 5 years

33 units

Next 10 years

42 units

Manufacture date was identified using the serial numbers. Replacement timelines 
were developed using industry standard "End of Useful Life". HVAC units typically 
last for 15 years

R-22

• Banned refrigerant
• 86 HVAC Units

R-410a

• Phased out refrigerant
• 115 HVAC Units



Implementation Next Steps

Incorporation of Facility Equipment Inventory 
workbooks and finding into SoCalREN Energy Analysis 
Services (CEA)

LA County to help actively identify funding 
opportunities such as Metered Savings Program



CCA Community 
Programs Panel

Joanne O'Neill, Director, Customer Programs at CPA
Kathy Wells, Energy Programs Manager at CalChoice

Nataly Morales, Energy Programs Analyst at OCPA
Alelia Parenteau, Sustainability & Resilience Director at 

Santa Barbara Clean Energy 



















Energy Program Highlights

SOCAL REN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

MARCH 20, 2024



Hybrid JPA Model for Municipal CCAs 



Power Choice Program
Solar+Battery program option for 
CalChoice CCA residential customers 
with a new and unique structure

◦ $0 upfront costs to homeowners

◦ Long-term customer pricing 
stability

◦ Available to all customers--no 
credit check

◦ No operational and maintenance 
costs to homeowners

◦ 100% renewable energy and 
emergency backup power



Power Choice Expansion 
Programs

◦ Power Choice+ 

◦ Power Choice Battery

◦ Power Choice Renters

◦ Power Choice Homebuilders



Energy Efficiency “Elect to 
Administer”
 May 15, 2023 – CalChoice filed Petition for 
Modification of D.14-01-033

◦ Historical average of “local” funds diminishing

◦ Not enough funds for CCAs to deploy meaningful 
programs

◦ Proposed minimum funding for ETA programs

 February 29, 2024 – ALJ Fitch issued proposed 
decision granting the PFM of D.14-01-033

◦ Establishes a minimum threshold of funds for CCAs 
to access for program offerings to their customers

◦ 4% of the applicable IOU portfolio budget dedicated 
to statewide and regional programs in the most 
recently authorized program cycle

◦ The item may be heard at the Commission Business 
Meeting on April 18, 2024

Year

Percent of total 
EE funds to be 

collected by SCE 
dedicated to 

statewide and 
regional 

programs

Percent of total EE 
funds to be 

collected by SCE 
dedicated to 

neither statewide 
nor regional

2012 96.68% 3.32%

2013 95.85% 4.15%

2014 96.61% 3.39%

2015 96.75% 3.25%

2016 96.41% 3.59%

2017 95.62% 4.38%

2018 93.21% 6.79%

2019 92.01% 7.99%

2020 98.28% 1.72%

2021 98.31% 1.69%

2022 99.91% 0.09%

2023 99.98% 0.02%



March 20, 
2024

CCA Community Programs Panel
Nataly Morales, Energy Programs Analyst



Energy Programs

● OhmConnect: Free online platform that 
helps users save energy and money by 
reducing their electricity usage during 
periods of high demand. Customers can 
earn rewards (gift cards & cash) for reducing 
energy during peak periods.

● OCPA Marketplace: Residential customers 
are eligible to receive discounts and 
rebates on energy-efficient products (e.g., 
smart thermostats, LED bulbs, air purifiers).

● Community Advisory Committee (CAC): 
provides a venue for ongoing 
citizen support and engagement guidance 
in the strategic direction, goals and 
programs of the Orange County Power 
Authority.
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• Bright Futures Grant program 
($70,000): Grants are given to 
non-profits for creative and innovative 
ideas to educate communities about 
the benefits of renewable energy.
• Climate Action Campaign

• Cool OC

• Pretend City

• OC Goes Solar

• Low-income customer programs 
remain available: 

• CARE, FERA, Medical Baseline, etc.

• Future energy programs include the 
Community Power Plan
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Reinvesting in the Community



Community Power Plan (CPP) Goals & Objectives

Develop a Community Power Plan with innovative programs to 
invest back into local communities and enhance environmental 
performance in the Orange County region by helping our 
communities achieve their climate action goals.  

Refine goals into both an overall community investment 
strategy and a series of program offerings OCPA could 
undertake as it matures as an agency. 



CPP - Community Needs Assessment

Conduct a programmatic community needs assessment with 
local Orange County-based community-based organizations 
(“CBOs”) and other key stakeholders. 

Needs Assessment would identify the community's energy 
needs, existing programs to leverage, gaps in existing 
programs, and methods and strategies OCPA could employ to 
meet community needs, overcome challenges. 





• Vehicle electrification
• Building electrification
• Bike equity
• Innovation grants
• Resilience programs



Closing Remarks
Lujuana Medina, Los Angeles County

Laurel Rothschild, The Energy Coalition 



SoCalREN Podcast & Social
Don’t forget to listen to SoCalREN’s podcast and 
follow us on social media!
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● SoCalREN's 
eighteenth episode of 
ReEnergizing 
Communities recently 
released titled The 
Future of Women in 
Energy!!

● Currently available on 
Spotify and Apple 
Podcasts platforms

@SoCalREN linkedin.com/comp
any/southern-

california-regional-
energy-network

@_SoCalREN @_SoCalREN

https://open.spotify.com/show/1O6ghdDhMhlYnM5EKl1uoB?si=CRIhzJR6TR-6dwdz68PP8w&amp%3Bnd=1&nd=1
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/reenergizing-communities/id1558555312
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/reenergizing-communities/id1558555312
https://www.facebook.com/SoCalREN/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/southern-california-regional-energy-network/?originalSubdomain=pk
https://www.linkedin.com/company/southern-california-regional-energy-network/?originalSubdomain=pk
https://www.linkedin.com/company/southern-california-regional-energy-network/?originalSubdomain=pk
https://www.linkedin.com/company/southern-california-regional-energy-network/?originalSubdomain=pk
https://twitter.com/_socalren?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/_socalren/


Online Resource for Advisory 
Committee Members



2024 Meeting Proposed Schedule

Date Time

March 20th Virtual
10:30 am - 12 pm

August 8th In-person - Location TBD 
10:30 am - 2:30 pm

September 25th Virtual
10:30 am - 12 pm

December 11th Virtual 
10:30 am - 12 pm

Please take a minute to 
complete our March 2024 

Meeting Survey!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/19D23YaSJmMjkvDIc-3v4FGPjHAJsRFkDzRpswkIt38c/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/19D23YaSJmMjkvDIc-3v4FGPjHAJsRFkDzRpswkIt38c/edit


Adjourn


