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Agenda 

1. Why Benchmarking?
2. Introduction to SoCalREN
3. Benchmarking and Compliance Overview

• What is Energy Benchmarking
• What is ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager
• California Building Energy Benchmarking Program
• Compliance Process 

4. Local Experience: Pomona



Ratepayer-funded utility energy 
efficiency program authorized by the 
California Public Utilities 
Commission
Administered by County of Los 
Angeles and currently implemented 
by The Energy Coalition

The program is administered by the County of Los Angeles and funded by
California utility ratepayers under the auspices of the CPUC



The County of Los Angeles/Southern California Regional Energy Network (SoCalREN) 
was created to harness the collective power of residents, businesses and the public 

sector to achieve an unprecedented level of energy savings across Southern 
California. 

Learn more about the Southern California Regional Energy Network at  www.socalren.com

http://www.socalren.com


SoCalREN’s Utility Coordination



What Can SoCalREN
Do For Your Agency?

✓ Project management support
✓ Energy use analysis 
✓ Energy audits
✓ Financial services
✓ Project performance specifications
✓ Construction management support 
✓ Expedited construction 
✓ Objective third party review 



Project Spotlight:
City of Claremont

Red: Cobrahead
Green: Decorative
Blue: Shoebox

Street & Outdoor Lighting
● Savings of 480,000 kWh
● over 1,060 LED retrofits
● $181,000 Incentives
● $490,000 OBF

SoCalREN services used 
● Technical Assistance (Lighting Audit)
● Application Assistance
● Simplified Procurement (via Sourcewell)
● Project Management Support

City Sustainability Goals
● Supported Claremont Energy Challenge Kick-Off 
● Projects encouraged LS-1 Feasibility Analysis Deposit



Enrollment

Procurement

Construction

Completion

Evaluation & 
Audit

A dedicated SoCalREN Project 
Manager supports a project at 
every stage

A Tailored Project Delivery Approach

IOU Incentive 
Process Starts

IOU Rebate 
Process Starts

Benchmarking and 
Facility Audits



Benchmarking and 
Compliance 

Overview



How much was 
your last energy 

bill?

Your Energy Bills



It’s all about Comparisons

      Self       Peers                  Scenarios

How to Think About Benchmarking

These help identify opportunities to save 
and document those savings



Benchmarking: Getting to Know 
Buildings
• Like people:

• Buildings age
• Not all the same
• Need care

• Therefore:
• Parts breakdown
• Unique needs
• Need upgrades



California Energy Benchmarking 
Program 
• Date Enacted: September 2015

• Utility data access provisions: Requires utilities to provide 
whole-building energy use data upon request

• Reporting: Annual reporting requirement

• Public disclosure of results: Public disclosure of building 
energy performance beginning during second year of reporting

• Buildings required to benchmark and report: Non-residential 
and residential buildings over 50,000 sqft



Compliance dates to remember

2018
● March 1 – Regulations went into effect
● June 1 – Reporting due for commercial buildings

2019
● June 1 – Reporting due for commercial and 

residential buildings



How to Benchmark and Comply
1. Portfolio Assessment

2. ENERGY STAR Portfolio 
Manager

3. Request Utility Data

4. Final Review of Data

5. Submit and Receive 
Confirmation Email

Repeat Steps 
3-5 every years



Do I Need to Comply?
1

2

3

4

5



ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager
• Provided by the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA)
• Secure, free, and interactive online energy 

management tool
• Helps track and assess energy, water, and 

waste consumption 
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What you will need for Benchmarking

TIME
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Bulk Upload: Facilities and Meters
You can do one by one...or?
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Request Utility Data
Utilities with Web Services
• Utilities provide data: direct upload of data into 

Portfolio Manager via web services
1. Request whole building data from utility
2. Follow utility specific instructions for request
3. Utility will sync your account to Portfolio                                

Manager

Utilities without Web Services
• Utility provides spreadsheet of aggregated data                              

for manual uploads

• Building owner manually enters data from bills 

• Utility Automation Service Providers 

Utility
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https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/tools/Utility_Data_Access_Fact_Sheet_July_2017_508.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/service-providers/service-and-product-providers
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Final Review of Data
Portfolio Manager’s Data Quality Checker tool
• Within “Summary” Tab under “Metrics Summary”
• Select Timeframe to check
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5.1 Click the appropriate reporting link at 
www.energy.ca.gov/benchmarking

5.2 Log into ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager

5.3 Generate Template Report
Fill out required response fields

5.4 Review Report for any errors

5.5 Submit directly through Portfolio Manager

5.6 Receive confirmation email

Steps to Submit Report to CEC to Comply 1

2

3

4

5
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5.1 Click the appropriate reporting link at 
www.energy.ca.gov/benchmarking

5.2 Log into ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager

5.3 Generate Template Report
Fill out required response fields

5.4 Review Report for any errors

5.5 Submit directly through Portfolio Manager

5.6 Receive confirmation email

Steps to Submit Report to CEC to Comply 1
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Submit Report to the Energy Commission
Select Contacts to send confirmation to and E-Sign to submit data
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Local Experience

The City of Pomona has been one of the most 
pro-active members of the SGV Energy Wise 
Partnership. 
• Currently at the Gold Level in the Energy Leader 

Partnership.
• Participated in the SGVEWP’s Energy 

Benchmarking Policy Project in 2017. 
• Currently participating in the Energy Action Plan 

(EAP) Update project.



Local Experience

As a result of the Benchmarking and the EAP 
projects, the SGVCOG has assisted the City of 
Pomona in benchmarking on Portfolio Manager
• 13 facilities have been fully benchmarked. 
• 10 facilities have been performing above the 

national median.
• COG and the City working together to determine 

what issues might be at the 3 underperforming 
facilities. 



Local Experience

Best Practices & Lessons Learned:
• Important for any City to keep and maintain a 

database of all municipal facilities. 
• Database should include accurate facility 

information and specifications.
• Coordination with utilities regarding their web 

services. 



Benchmarking 
Resources



California Benchmarking Assistance

For questions regarding the 
reporting requirements or 
procedure, contact the Energy 
Commission at:
Benchmarking@energy.ca.gov
energy.ca.gov/benchmarking

(855) 279-6460

mailto:Benchmarking@energy.ca.gov
https://www.energy.ca.gov/benchmarking/


Portfolio Energy 
Analysis Services

Comparative Energy 
Analysis (CEA)



Next Steps for Energy Use Analysis

If your agency 
is already 
enrolled

● Facility data “true-up” 
option

● Input facilities into 
ENERGY STAR Portfolio 
Manager per city’s 
specifications 

If your agency 
is interested 
in enrolling

● Fill out and return 
enrollment form

● Complete Facility Data 
Template

● Upload entire facility 
dataset into ENERGY 
STAR Portfolio Manager



Thank you!
Contact Information:

Natalie Espinoza - Nespinoza@energycoaltion.org
Porsche White - Pwhite@energycoalition.org 

mailto:Nespinoza@energycoaltion.org
mailto:Pwhite@energycoalition.org

